Garfield Public Schools - P.E.A.K.
(Program for Enriching and Advancing Knowledge)


The Garfield Public School District's P.E.A.K. program is an after-school Gifted and Talented program.  Each elementary school houses their own classes, which are taught in a small group setting by a select teacher.  Students in grades K-5 are accepted into P.E.A.K. only if they meet all the necessary criteria which include report card grades, standardized test scores, I.Q. score, Renzulli score, and teacher recommendation.


There is a central theme chosen for the year, for which all activities/lessons are centered around.  Each lesson is aligned with NJCCCS.  Activities are interdisciplinary and include, but are not limited to reading a novel, oral discussions, projects, posters, and presentations. Students are encouraged to work both cooperatively and independently in order to further develop their problem solving and critical thinking skills.   Students also are able to go on a field trip in the spring to further enhance upon the central theme.


In the springtime, a P.E.A.K. showcase is held at one central location for students to display their work and share it with the community.  

Since there are a wide variety of needs that our gifted students possess, lessons are differentiated to further enhance students' talents beyond what they are able to accomplish in the regular classroom.  Evaluation of the program is on-going by the P.E.A.K. teachers and Curriculum Supervisor.
P.E.A.K. Teachers:

Ms. I. Kirsh - Washington Irving School #4/ #4 Annex

Ms. C. Kotwica - Woodrow Wilson School #5

Ms. S. Cyrek - Abraham Lincoln School #6/ James Madison School #10

Ms. K. Santangelo - Theodore Roosevelt School #7

Ms. K. Longarzo - Christopher Columbus School #8

Ms. A. Bellenger - Curriculum Supervisor

